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ditionally, the night be-
fore the bris is known as
o 9% or Vach Nacht
[Night of the Watch]. The "watch"
is held to ward off anything that
may interfere with the bris. For
the medrash says: The zchus of
mila is so great, that it safeguards
Jews from Gehinnom (°27 Nin
112,82 ON). Therefore, the o
and his cohorts of 1P wish that
the bris not be performed.

The minhag is that cheder boys
are brought to the crib of the in-
fant, where they say Shema (first
paragraph) and TN%mm. Some
have the minhag to say o 7
as well. This is a tried and true

Tlic breath of these pure
chilanen neciting Sthema

segulah, for the breath of these
pure children reciting Shema will
surley drive away any evil spirits
of bad forces from the house of
the newborn. Treats are then dis-
tributed to the children.

Why Shema? One reason is
suggested that 5”1 say that a
person should first accept upon
himself the o M3 2w, and
then only after the A W (as it
says in .2* M2173). Since the baby
is about to participate in the mitz-
vah of mila, Shema is said by his
side so that he should first accept
upon himself the Do mabn S,
even subconsciously. Another
reason, the Gemara in Berachos
(N"Y 1) teaches: If one recites
Krias Shema at his bedside, it is as
if he holds a double-edged sword
in his hand, i.e., the Shema serves
as a protection against harmful
spirits (¥ w1 'Y). The gemara
derives this from the passuk in
231733 BN Nt ) eep o
272 n¥#2°2 277" The lofty praise
of Hashem are in their throat, [i.e.,
they recite the shema] and a dou-
ble-edge sword is in their hand.
This same passuk alludes to the
izmel, the mila knife, which tradi-
tionally is double edged. (Based
on this, some have a minhag to
place the mila knife under the
head of the baby on the night be-
fore the bris).
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Staying Awake

Many have a minhag to stay awake on the vachnacht
as a protection for the baby so that no harm should
come to him before his bris. The N"1°1 writes in Zera
Yitzchok, that it is a segulah for the sick to be healed.
Many fathers remain awake learning all night, and this
minhag is based on a 7M1t in (33) 75-7%. The ¥ pm 75w
is also of the opinion that it is fitting to stay awake to
guard the baby and study torah throughout the night.

In the Sephardic communities, the night before the
bris is called "prs® 12 95 It is customary to bring
ten men to the house to recite a specially prescribed
order of study. The source for this minhag is the Zohar
Hakadosh. The commentators explain that this study
draws additional holiness both upon the baby and upon
all those who engage in it.

Some other minhagim include: hanging perek N"2p
of tehillim close to the baby for protection; placing
the sefer 7258 op1 by the head of the baby on the
vachnacht; some also place NP 19D by the baby's
head, as the world exists on the breath of school chil-
dren learning torah (j37 r*a 5& mPen 5w oD Sam), in
the same way it exists in the zchus of Korbanos (which
are detailed in sefer Vayikra); to light candles on the
vachnacht, the light symbolizes torah, and it is thus a
segulah that the child will grow up learning torah.

A Seudah

The ommaN 1
quotes various Thie W draws
opinions as to addctional toliness bott
whether a seudah
on the vachnacht is wppon the % and wfpon
considered a sue-  all thooe who engage n ¢

das mitzvah or not.

The 27312 *72 holds that it is not a mitzvah. This being
the case, many authorites conclude that if the vachnacht
falls out in the first week in the month of Av, one can-
not eat meat at this sueda (see also fyT 77 2298 Y137
mYp 1120 who sources this minhag from the Gemara in
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Bava Kama.) A reason for the seuda, is that the
vachnacht is compared to the sueda we prepare
on Erev Yom Kippur when it is a mitzvah to eat
and drink and be happy. Since we are sure that
on the following day, Yom Kippur, Hashem will
forgive us for all of our M7°2Y, by the same to-
ken, we eat and are rmawn the night before a
bris mila. For we are assured that on the fol-
lowing day, we are going to fulfill the mitzvah
of mila flawlessly, and Hashem will grant us for-
giveness and atonement for all of our 2N,
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We have not found a source for such a name. However, someone with that name was jokingly (8Nm1*722) told by 87®%w 27An3m 7M1 that

T Y13 -Noa

he should 1 3% 7N, Yet, N5 11 never told him to change his name.

It is a biblical name (8,12 927133). There are those that choose this name to celebrate a B3. It is the M2 *wN= for /11 My MINGEI DD,
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In our continued effort to raise awareness about the mitzvah of bris mila, we will raise questions and comments to promote discussions that pertain
to the inyan of mila. Please feel free to discuss them with your LOR, or your LOM {Local Orthodox Mohel}.

1-Why do we make two berachos on one mitzvah? 5-If someone has no male children, how can he be mekayem the

mitzvah of bris mila?
2- Must there be blood by a bris?
6-Can a woman be a sandek?
3- Is anything done differently by a Shabbos bris? 7-Does the mohel have to be certified?

4-What must be done to someone who had a bris before the 8th day? 8-Can one perform a bris mila wearing gloves?

Send A Please submit any questions or comments you have, so they can be printed in future volumes of Millim Bmila, to Yourimohel@gmail.com.

Wita Mysteries
In many communities, it is the custom for the Kvatter to hand the baby to another person, who in turn hands it to another person and so on, until
the last person places the baby on the ¥1*%§ 5w ND3. (See 173 Ay 190 1Y FY5W 1191 955, who points out that maybe the baby should be passed
around AFTER the father says the pesukim, or after he is placed on the 712X 5t ND3, as then it is really bringing the baby "closer" to the bris)
This minhag is called 7. This minhag is already mentioned in the (77 MmN 7 T8 N wN1 B 5A2) Y 5733 172
It is done out of love for the mitzvah, to give as many people as possible (2 2172) the opportunity to take part in the mitzvah of bringing the baby
into the bris of 1228 &M2N.
apamn b mawn N )

Similarly, in the Beis Hamikdash, the 2°3712 formed a line to hand the 55 containing the blood, to be thrown onto the M2, from one to another, so
that all them had a share in the mitzvah; and mila is like a korban (11 22131 759 179 112 11 RS 9 ,238)

Maczhor Vitri in Hilchos Mila writes that the baby is bathed in warm water before the bris, and dressed in a beautiful outfit and a little cap; as if he
were going to the chuppah.
It is especially fitting for the women to clothe the baby in a beautiful bris outfit. A reason suggested is that the orlah came into being as result of the
PN RIN 5w Nom. This was caused by MM by enticing 078 to eat from the MY 1*. In order to be jpni for what M caused (in Kabbalah, the orlah
is viewed as an object of impurity stemming from the @3, who is considered the spiritual enemy of mankind,) the women take an active part in the
mitzvah of mila, which is to remove the Orlah.
It is well known that those who attend a bris are 2% to MY N792. Therefore, it is appropriate that the baby be dressed in all white, symbolizing Yom
Kippur as he is the source of all the attendees being forgiven.

What's the Halackal.

A question was posed to Maran Chacham Ovadia Yosef Zatzal:

elderly couple from Russia. Olim Chadashim. They both are Jewish -100% ! They both want to get re-married, L'halacha, through Ch-
pah & Kiddushin. A real "Kosher" marriage not just a legal marriage. The Mesader Kedushin started to ask some questions and it came
out that the husband/Chosson does NOT have a Bris Milah.

The Mesader Kedushin is now asking- Can/Should he Mesader for someone who doesn't have a Bris?
Stay tuned to the next issue for the answer...

From last months issue- What's The Halacha?
A question was posed to Harav Chaim Pinchas Sheinberg zatzal and 8" wr%23° Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit'a:

A baby boy was born to a non religious family. The parents decided to give the boy the name at his bris-Nimrod.
They told this to the mohel beforehand. He asked why? They answered simply, "we like the name!" The mohel is asking: how should he proceed?

Harav Chaim Pinchas Sheinberg Zatzal:
Lechatchilla, the mohel should try to convince them out of it. If he can't, then the he should not be the actual one who calls out the name.
When he gets up to the part when announcing the name, he should look at the father and let him fill in the blanks.

N"Wwr52* Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit’a:
As a protest the mohel should call the child Avraham! The one who's against Nimrod! This will be a Zchus for the child.
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7n Kovno, Spring of 1942, the Germans enacted an edict that was reminiscent of

Pharaoh in Egypt of old. German authorities forbid pregnancies and births in the
Kovno ghetto, declaring that women who are up to seven months pregnant will be

shot if they do not terminate their pregnancies by mid-September 1942.
Despite the risks, some women carried to term and hid their babies from the Germans.

One survivor provides this description:
“Spring evening of 1942, people began returning to the ghetto from work. Women and chil-
dren rushed towards the ghetto gates to meet relatives. As al-

ways, they looked forward to the return of the workers: it was not Don't it olwious & é@‘%
unusual for some not to return from ‘work’..

The roar of a motorcycle engine broke the deafening silence. tave come to bill uo?
Just in case, people began hiding. Children were seized with an Lot the fd@ at least
instinctive fear. Like frightened little animals, they helplessly clung
to grown-ups looking for cover.. die a¢ a fJew!

The motorcycle roar was a familiar sound to everyone — it
meant the arrival of Ernst Shtiz, gestapo, representative for "Jewish dffairs” in Kovno. He was
coming to meet his assistant: Lipzer, a Jew.

On that Spring evening of 1942, he announced to ghetto
residents that from then on, every Jewish woman who had
just had a baby "would be taken" with her baby away, while
an expectant mother would be shot..."

It is impossible to describe the awesome fear of the
pregnant women inside the ghetto. Where could one
hide a child, so that it's cries would not be heard and
endanger his own life and the lives of those who are
protecting him?

Rav Ephraim Oshry
was an eyewitness to the following incident and told it
over for future generations.

"We would never give in to such a decree. Under no
circumstances would we terminate a pregnancy or harm a
newborn in any way. We placed our trust in Hashem; not
only were children born in the ghetto, but the boys were
circumcised according to halachah. | will never forget the bris milah of Yitzchok Bloch.

The couple had been married for five years before being blessed with a son. When the
baby boy was born to the couple, they moved into a factory that trained youths, in the
hopes that the noise that was created by the machinery would drown out any cry from
the newborn child. When the eighth day arrived, we gathered in the factory to perform
the bris of Avraham Avinu.

Just as the mohel was about to begin, we all heard the si-
rens of the Gestapo Officers arriving to do an inspection on the
premises. We were all gripped by a terrible fear. What could be
done? Where could we hide the baby? We all trembled. Then
one voice rose above all the noise and commotion and yelled
out to the mohel, '‘Quickly, circumcise the baby. Isn't it obvious
they have come to kill us? Let the baby at least die as a Jew!'
When everyone turned to see who had yelled this, they were
shocked to see it was the mother of the newborn.

“The bris was performed with fear and trepidation. The Nazi

officers made a brief inspec-
Your Wolel,

tion of the factory and left
R’ Azi Deutsch

Evenyone tunued to

sce who tad yelled

thes, and they wene
Shocked. . .

without entering the room

at all. They left without incident, and following the
mother’s instructions, even under the shadow of death,
this child was welcomed into the bris of Avraham.”

yourTmohel@gmail.com

052-765-9459 Pediatrician
Approved

. . . .
& Fayout gnd desugn by Aviva Lewitan SPr*ng
a.springraphic@gmail.com  053.410.9987 graphics

Parents 46 —
& Your Motiel
Anowerd

T am a Mungervnan who is learvivg v a
Kollel in Lakewood. Our Kollel learnt
N NYON 1 this past Zman, We
came across the Halacha brought i
'17¥0 301 10 YW that says: "PN NN
AND 1Y 1D KINIY 11D, NMDY 1Y IMN PO
wry,..va 88wy vy, T was wondering,
if a baby has “pink eye” would that be
considered a oy, what about a "safek”
pink eye. Is that a moyn ans7?
Thank you so wuch for vour publication.
The Lmasseh was so helpful while we were
learning the Halacha.

Y. 7. %K. Yangeunan in Rollel)
Lakewood

Yoar Wlotel answens,

As with ALL questions with ANY medical
mention, | refer them to my father

[Dr. Stuart Shimon Deutsch, M.D. FAAP.
Israeli licensed pediatric specialist and U.S.
Board. Certified pediatrician since 1987.
Practicing now in Lakewood, and during the
summer in South Fallsburg.]

This is his reply:

"I'm not sure what you mean by a
"safek" pink eye, but in any case, it can be
evaluated for approval to proceed by a
pediatrician. Each case, minor or serious
has to be evaluated independently and
assessed based on the history and need
for any further evaluation.

Assuming there is no underlying
medical or systemic condition
which might put the baby at risk for
complications, eye drops usually are very

effective in clearing the eye(s) within two
to three days.

However, if there are other things to
be considered, maternal, like the mother
has some infection that she could have
transmitted at birth, or the baby has
other SYSTEMIC symptoms like fever,
irritability, not nursing/feeding well,
vomiting, then there are more serious
possibilities that need investigation and
would be a reason to postpone a bris.

Simply, if ONLY the eyes are affected,
then it is usually not of a serious
nature and the bris doesn't have to
be postponed. It usually responds to
antibiotic drops within two days and it is
treated until it FULLY resolves."

Your Motict.,
R Asi Deutock

To submit questions or concerns to your mohel,

Email: yourimohel@gmail.com



