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By a Bris ____

his machlokes is hun-
dreds of years old.
Usually, we recite a
shehechiyanu on a mitzvah that
is observed on special occasions,
such as Yom Tov, Pidyon HaBen,
Shofar, and Lulav. Thus, it would
seem that one should recite she-
hechiyanu at a Bris Milah. The
custom among Sfardim was, and
is, to recite shehechiyanu at a bris.
Nonetheless, the old minhag in
Ashkenaz was to omit shehechiya-
nu at a Bris Milah (Tosafos Sukah
46a; Rama 265:7). What was the
reason for this minhag?
The poskim offer several reasons
why there is no shehechiyanu.
Some suggest that shehechiyanu
is recited only on a mitzvah that is
dependent on

a date, such as Sé hecheoa o wot oun the Biur haGra, seems to reject the
a Yom Tov, or Semehats of the event but on

a very specific
time, such as

which is al-

ways performed on the thirtieth
day after birth (Ran, Sukah Perek
Daled, 22b). Although Bris Milah
can only be performed beginning
the eighth day, since there are oc-
casions when one cannot perform
the bris on the eighth day (such as
when the baby is ill or when it is
uncertain which day the baby was
born), there was no establishment
of shehechiyanu.

An alternative approach is that
Chazal did not institute reciting
shehechiyanu at a bris because it
is not a totally joyous time, since
the baby suffers pain "Tzara Di-
yunkah". However, other poskim
disagree with this reason, point-
ing out that one recites shehechi-
yanu when hearing news that in-
cludes both good and bad tidings
(see Gemara Berachos 46b, 59b).
Thus, suffering does not preclude
reciting the b’racha of shehechi-
yanu  (Hagahos  Maimoniyos,
Hilchos Milah 3:4, who also cites
two other reasons for the Ashke-
nazic custom).

The Gra, himself an Ashkenazi,

the &M&d that the newlborn "Hilchos haGra u'Minhagav"
Pidyon HaBen W 7o His paneate says that this is the opinion of
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disagreed with the accepted practice and ruled that one
should recite shehechiyanu at a bris (Yoreh Deah 265:36).
Since disciples of the Gra established the contemporary
Ashkenazic community in Eretz Yisrael, they followed his
practice to recite shehechiyanu at a bris. As a result, the
custom in Eretz Yisrael developed that everyone recites
shehechiyanu at a bris. The prevalent Ashkenazic prac-
tice in Chutz LaAretz follows the opinion of Tosafos and
Rama not to recite shehechiyanu.

The Vilna Gaon, however, in his

Minhag completely. Indeed, Rav
Moshe Sternbuch in his Sefer

the Gra Lmasseh. Apparently,
the Ashkenazim of Eretz Yisrael make the Berachah for
the same reason that they say Birkas Kohanim every day
of the year - they are following a Minhag that was laid
down by Talmidim of the Gr"a who came to Eretz Yisrael
and founded the first Ashkenazi communities here.
Have a look at Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 265:7 and
the Be'er haGolah (15) and the Biur haGra (35-36) for a
thorough discussion of the issues.
There are actually more reasons - besides Tsara d'Yenu-
kah - given by the Rishonim for not saying Shehecheya-
nu at a Bris. There are three main reasons given: 1) Tsara
d'Yenukah, 2) the baby is still a Safek Nefel, 3) it is not
a Mitzvah m'Zman ['Zman (that comes at set intervals,
like the holidays).
The Rashba in a Teshuvah (1:245) deals with all of these
possible reasons and rejects them all. 1) is not a sufficient
reason because even in sadder situations there is some-
times a Berachah of Shehecheyanu, for instance when
one's father is Niftar and he receives an inheritance. The
Rashba says that Shehecheyanu is not on the Simchah of
the event but on the benefit that the newborn brings to
his parents. 2) is not a sufficient reason because we can
rely on the Simanim of fetal development, such as hair
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and fingernails, that the child is not a Neifel. The
Rashba says that if we are allowed to rely on
these Simanim when it comes to making a Bris
on Shabbos and doing Melachos, then certainly
we are entitled to rely on them when it comes
to making a Berachah. Finally 3) is not a suffi-
cient reason because we find that Chazal insti-
tuted a Shehecheyanu for Pidyon ha'Ben, which
is also not m'Zman ['Zman.

Interestingly, the Rashba himself, after present-
ing all his arguments against the Minhag of not
saying Shehecheyanu, declares that since all of
the Gedolim of his part of the world accept this
Minhag he will also accept it.
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It is a new name. A "13°2 for '71. We do not use it as the only name. By the Sfardim they add it onto an existing name.
(2077907 DN MR OW NI WA 5P PN 3PS Misw % 3731) For example sm-aoY.
N®5W /M3 TINT I 18 says that when adding a name to a 9, and someone in the family has the name 211 already,

then you can add the name *r.

N"YHW 273 0T W 1 says it is a boy's name. It is sourced in %393 {3 177 — (770 1) 3% The Rashbam in Bava Basra 7
Wy NS 53N 7777 279 vop and in the Tiv Gittin 3P0 M 1N, Therefore, N5 17 does not recommend it for M2,
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In our continued effort to raise awareness about the mitzvah of bris mila, we will raise questions and comments to promote discussions that pertain
to the inyan of mila. Please feel free to discuss them with your LOR, or your LOM {Local Orthodox Mohel}.

1-Why is Bris Mila performed specifically on the 8th day?
2-Can a child (under 13) perform a bris mila- if he knows how to?
3-Is a minyan (10 male adults) required to be present at a Bris?

4-Can/Should one be Mohel & Sandek simultaneously?

5-Why do some wear Tefillin at a bris?
6-1s it necessary for the Mohel keep a diary of who he did a bris on?
7-Should a mohel be a doctor as well?

8-Are you allowed to “charge” for masseh of mitzvos mila?

Send A Please submit any questions or comments you have, so they can be printed in future volumes of Millim Bmila, to Yourimohel@gmail.com.

A Nice Vort for a Brés:
en hearing the exciting news of the birth of a child,
he usual questions ensue, was it a boy or a girl? How

much did he or she weigh? Does the baby look like
the mother or father? Unlike all other features, his or her size, ap-
pearance and temperament, the name is not a characterization
of the child that the parents will share with others. The obvious

question that we don't ask is the baby’s name. For Jews, naming a

child represents much more than filling out a birth certificate, and

therefore the naming of a Jewish child coincides with a meaning-
ful Jewish occasion. A girl is named at Krias hatorah, and a boy
is named only at his bris. What is the reason for such a delay in

naming the child until his

Zis fensonal evist bris, and why the public de-
leai ? dis clartion?
can aol begin untidl An explanation is offered.

commanall existence begins Every Jewish person has a
dialectical existence. Each of
us is a unique distinct individual, possessing our own strengths,

weaknesses and personality. Our personal component is referred

What's the Halackal.

to as Yachid which is characterized by our name. The way we refer
to ourselves, and who we are, is our communal personality as a
member of the community. We are each an integral part of what
is called Klal Yisroel. The Jewish people as a whole is a vibrant
dynamic entity that truly
has a life of its own and

Naming a child represents

a binth centificate

just a Yachid- as only an individual. Being part of the Klal is just as

is dependent upon each
individual.

By definition, no Jew-
ish person is complete as

essential in defining who we are. A baby boy first enters the Klal
at his Bris Mila, for at that time he becomes a member of the Bris
of Avraham Avinu. Prior to that milestone, we do not give him a
name, for his personal existence can not begin until his commu-
nal existence begins. He simply cannot function as yachid until he
joins the community, Klal Yisroel. Only after the bris, he can begin
the arduous task of growing and developing both human dimen-
sions as an individual and as a member of the Jewish people.

A question asked to Maran Rosh Hayeshiva R Ahron Leib Shteinman Zatzal:

meone was Zoche to be Chozer BTeshuva-B"H! He had a son. Mazal Tov! The Bris ly'h will be on time on the 8th day.

While discussing who should be Sandek, he ran into a problem. He asked this gadol the following question: Who should

he give sandek to? The Rav who made him frum (without him he would not be making a bris today) as hakaras hatov,

the one who taught him about gedolei yisroel and everything that they do for us, OR a gadol that everyone, including his Rav,

agree's that he is a bigger tzaddik and talmid chocham than he is? The malleh of a gadol, being a sandek?

From last months issue- What's The Halacha?

The following question was asked to Harav Sholomo Zalman Aurebach Zatzal:

See the next issue for the answer...

A father became religious later on in his life. He is Jewish. However, he never got a bris milah and now he is finally maskim to get a Bris. It just so happens to
be that his son is a expert "mohel". Is he allowed to do the milah on his own father?

Harav Sholomo Zalman Aurebach Zatzal Answered:

If there is another Mohel available, then it is Assur for the son to do it. However, if there is no one else, then it is Muttar for the son to do it. He should do it

right away so that another day doesn't go by without a milah.

(A proof from the Ramah: A son is allowed to bloodlet for his father if he is in Btzar. So for sure here by milah if there is no one else.)
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the beginning of the 20th century, a

ar between Russia and Japan was rag-

ing. Many young people from the Jew-

ish communities would come to the Sfas Emes to
ask for his blessing to escape the war. The draft
made no distinction be-
tween religious or non-
religious; everyone was
required to be loyal to
the Czar of Russia. The
heliege Sfas Emes would
bless everyone he met
that a miracle should
happen and they would be able to escape the
draft and continue to be an oved Hashem. There
was one young man, so refined and proper he
was not fit in any way to be a solider, and he
too visited the holy Sfas Emes to get a brachah
to be free of the draft. The Sfas Emes received
this man and upon his request for a blessing, the
Sfas Emes asked
him to wait for a
1] minute. The Rebbe

Dmam o ? rose from his chair,
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study, and returned
with a small sefer
in hand. It was a
manual on how to
fo| T s e e (S perform a kosher
§  wmammame o 4

1] circumcision — a
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bris  milah. Then

B T e 16
5§  he proceeded to
s s T young man
to learn this sefer,
learn how to perform a bris, and said, "I bless
you that even when you go to the army, you will
come back m5wa.”
The man was shocked, he intended to receive
a blessing that would absolve him of being re-
cruited to the army in the first place. By the time
he processed what had occurred, the helige Reb-
be was already talking to another visitor.
The young man had no choice and enlist-
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The man was shocked, he
Cutended To neceive a Uesding
that would abeolue lim of
being rnecructed to the army

ed. He attended basic training; the other
soldiers were Russian and Polish peas-
ants,and behaved exactly as one would
expect. They didn't shine their shoes and
neglected to care for their rifles. The offi-
cer in charge was dis-
appointed daily, and
wished that his men
would be a little con-
scious of the unkempt
state they were living
in. One day a high-
er-ranking officer, a
General, came to inspect the basic training
facility and was appalled by the appear-
ance of the soldiers. He immediately sum-
moned the of-
ficer in charge
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shaking soldier in front of him. “Is it true that
you don't work on Saturday? Are you not aware
that you are in the army and you must dedicate
yourself entirely to the country, every single
moment of every single day?"

The young Jewish soldier knew that this
was the test of his life. He gathered all of his
strength and replied, all with a pistol aimed at
his heart, "I am a servant of the Almighty and
not of the Russian Czar!”

Suddenly the General lowered the pistol,
smiled, and started backing away from the
frightened solider. He explained. “No one

knows, but | too am a Jew. | am not
religious, my wife just had a baby and

and demanded The youny ﬂmaé | need a mohel. | have no association
an explanation. soldien e that This with anything religious but one thing
The officer had L | do know is that the mohel must keep
no excuse and the teot % tis &l{e Shabbos and eat kosher food. So |

admitted to be-

ing responsible. “The truth is that | am not
proud of the soldiers here, however, there
is one solider who is the exception to the
rule of this camp,” he told the General. “"A
Jew, he is very clean and everything is al-
ways in order — him | am proud of.” The
General asked to speak to this solider in
private. When they entered the room, the
General drew his pistol, aimed it at the
Jewish solider, and asked, “Is it true that
you only eat kosher food?’

The terrified solider replied, "Yes, it's
true.”

"How could you?” yelled the General,
“Don't you know that the Czar only wants
strong and healthy soldiers to fight for
his honor? You must eat anything given
to you!” Then he pointed the pistol at
the young Jew's heart and ordered him
to eat the food that was on the table in
the room.

The Jew answered back, “l am a servant
of the Almighty, not of the Russian Czar.”
The general was beside himself.

He then continued to question the

needed to make sure and test you if
you really keep Shabbos and eat strictly kosher.
Now that | see that you really do, I'll tell you
what | will do for you. | will discharge you from
here. | will say | need you and I will take you

with me. After you perform the bris, | will give
you civilian clothing and you will run away.”

"But wait,” said the shocked Jew, "l do not
know how to perform a bris.." and then he
remembered his meeting with the heilge Sfas
Emes.” But | know exactly how I'm going to
learn how to perform one,"he said, smiling.

And just like that, the Sfas Emes’s unusual
brachah came to fruition.

@ In Shmeoneh Esray we say, ”5:5‘52)7 T2y 11D ‘7; n‘;*ga i RN *2.” Hashem listens to the tefillos of Klal Yisroel and not to
those of other nations, because only we have the bris mila. The word (85) 12 has the same numerical value as
85= 5=r130="5 10=" 40=1 (72°1).Thus, the tefilla is telling us that Hashem hears the prayer of every person who had a bris milah.

® Mila is a 1121 to Teshuva-

The mitzvah of mila is to do "m¥*81 MY*D TN it is the same gematria as /223w 3p% WD T3> (1044).

© An allusion to naming a child at his bris is found in the passuk: (23 NPWNI3) 7H—8—-1 NINT? ,DTNT-28 820" [and He,
71, brough them (all the species of the animal kingdom) to Adam, to see what he would call them. The Mm2*n *@N1 of the words
NI2-12 NINTS ,BINT- can be rearranged to spell the word 7% 2.



